
L.I.L. CATS 
  Ronda Friend Visits the LIL Cats 

      Ronda Friend, a children’s author, 
visited the LIL Cats Afterschool program 
on Oct. 18, 2022, to talk to the students 
about having a caring heart and how to 
pass the love around which highlights her 

new book Waddle I Do 
Without You?. All the children received 
this new book  about a girl that is sick 
and caring people helped to make her 
better.  Her discussion with the children 
also involved obeying parents and how 
important it is. In December her next 
book  Monkey See Monkey Do  about 
obeying parents will be printed and sent 

to the students. Last year 
during her visit the students 
received her series on 
character building. The chil-
dren sang along and read 
from her book. Ronda cap-
tures the student’s attention 

with voice, 
song, and 
story. 
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CAMP-IN-A-BOX 

    Robyn Slone and Emily Northup recently attended a WOUB 

Learning Lab workshop provided by PBS hosted by Ohio University, 

Athens, Ohio at the Bossard Library.  This is a free standard-based 

curriculum called Camp-in-a-box  which contains enough materi-

als, lessons, videos, virtual field trips, interactive programs, books, 

and more for 20 students to engage in hands-on learning opportu-

nities. The 2 kits that was provided to the attendees were Wild 

Krats for grade K-2nd  and Design Squad fo-

cused kit for grades 

3rd-5th .  Camp-in-

a-Box curriculum 

will be used in the 

LIL Cats Afterschool 

Program.  

 

  Pumpkins, Pumpkins, Pump-
kins   

     Pumpkins were provided to our High-
landers afterschool program for the chil-
dren to decorate just in time for Hallow-

een. Students were 
able to use critical 
thinking skills and put 
their imaginations to 
work to create very 
unique pumpkins. Our 
k-2 students chose 

from a variety 
of Halloween 
spirited sticky 
face decor and 
our 3-5 grade 
students paint-
ed their pump-

kins using a 
design of 
their own 
and acrylic 
paints under 
the direction 

 

 

 

       On October 25, the Pottery Place 
in Huntington, WV visited the LIL 
Cats program providing the stu-
dents with a new experience. The 
students were provided with sever-
al fall pottery pieces to choose 
from, paint, and bushes to use their 
creative minds to make something 
special to keep. The Pottery Place 
took the pieces back to their shop 
to fire them in their kiln. They en-
joyed making their special pottery 
keep-
sake 
piece. 



Christmas Trees in the Park 

        A community event the LIL Cats participate in every 

year is to decorate a Christmas tree in the Gallipolis City 

Park to help decorate for the Gallipolis In Lights event.  

Students help to create ornaments in crafts in the after-

school program for their own tree. This year the students 

made salt dough ornaments 

to hang on their tree. For a 

tree topper the students 

made a red and black paw 

print to represent their 

school. The students enjoy 

seeing their tree in the park 

and benefit by giving back to  

their community.  

      DINO—ROARRRRRR    

   On November 3, 2022, at the Bossard Library the family event 

DINO ROAR took place from 10:30 till 3:30. Families enjoyed The 

Savage Ancient Seas exhibit displayed in the library which is the 

only traveling exhibition featuring the marine fossil world that exist-

ed between 87—70 million years ago. Outside families played dino-

saur bingo where children could win dinosaur toys, sticker books 

about dinosaurs and dinosaur pop its, enjoyed a Kona Ice and hot 

dog or chili.  Dino-Roar  show was full of excitement featur-

ing a ferocious T-Rex, some roaming baby dinosaur or two, 

dinosaur fossils, and a couple 

of Dino experts. Children was 

able to hold and examine fos-

sils as well as interact with the 

experts and get up close to the 

dinosaurs. 

New Friends 

      Stuffed animals give children a lot of comfort, re-

duces stress, promotes better sleep, and security.  

LIL Cats enjoyed making their own stuffed animals 

during the afterschool program.  The children chose 

the animal they connected with and received help 

when needed in stuffing their animal. The children 

gained a new companion to help them throughout 

the years. Some children gave their new friend a 

special name.  Their new animal will help their owner 

to grow in reading as a new reading buddy for this 

year.  

 

 

Lil Cats Lights in the Park Stroll Family Engagement 

The Afterschool programs in the Gallia County Local Schools invited families to partake in a family en-

gagement held in the Gallipolis City Park called Lights in the Park Stroll on one of two nights: December 

13th or 20th. Families that registered received a scavenger hunt to locate items throughout the park as 

they strolled at their leisure throughout the park enjoying the lights and the season. When 

families were finished with the scavenger hunt , they were able to turn in their results and 

receive family movie passes, a candy cane, and other  prizes. A spe-

cial visitor was present checking his list and tak-

ing pictures with the families.  A good time for 

all families to enjoy the season without the hus-

tle and bustle that evening.  






